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SOMERS CSD  
BOARD OF EDUCATION 
1/12/21 MEETING MINUTES 
ZOOM VIDEO-CONFERENCE 

 
Members Present 
Lindsay Portnoy, President 
Heidi Cambareri, Vice President  
Ifay Chang, Trustee 
Joseph Marra, Trustee  
Michael D’Anna, Trustee 
MaryRose Joseph, Trustee – arrived at 6:05 pm 
Chadwick Olsen, Trustee  
 

Members Absent 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

President Lindsay Portnoy called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent, Mr. Chris Platania, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and Operations; Matthew Carr, Director of HR and Student Services; Stacey Elconin, Director of Special 
Services; Mr. Jud Siebert, District Legal Counsel. 
 

2. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education goes into Executive Session to discuss the employment history of 
particular persons, and to meet with legal counsel. 

 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Chadwick Olsen VOTE 6-0 TIME 6:03 pm 

 
3. RETURN TO PUBLIC SESSION 

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education returns to Public Session. 
 

MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 7-0 TIME 7:02 pm 
 

ALSO PRESENT:  Dr. Raymond Blanch, Superintendent; Kenneth Crowley, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business; Matthew Carr, Director of HR and Student Services; Kevin Guidotti, Director of Learning; Claire 
Comerford, Assistant Director of Learning; Stacey Elconin, Director of Special Services; Nancy Corrado, District 
Clerk; members of the staff, media and community.   

 
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

President Portnoy led those present with the Pledge of Allegiance at 7:05 pm.   
 

Dr. Blanch gave an update on new quarantining guidelines.  Parents have been notified.  Dr. Blanch also discussed 
COVID testing and the great job done by our nursing team preparing the district if we’re identified as a micro 
cluster.  Although we’ve asked the state to provide us with tests to have on hand, we have not yet received a 
response.  Dr. Blanch commented that vaccines are starting to roll out, and have had a small amount of individuals 

This meeting was held in accordance with Governor Cuomo’s Executive Order 202 relating to the COVID-19 emergency.  
Until further notice, the Board will conduct its meetings by video or telephone conference.  In-person attendance will not be 
permitted.  This meeting has been recorded and posted on the district website.   
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that have already started getting the vaccines, hopefully that number will start to grow.  As a district, we’ll see if 
we can support and facilitate the vaccination process for our employees.  Lastly, Dr. Blanch explained that there’s 
expectation of a 20% reduction of state aid.  Although, there has been a stimulus package, we don’t know how any 
of it will be distributed to school districts.  Whatever comes our way will help us prepare for the next school year. 

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS – AGENDA ITEMS 

None 
 

6. CENTRAL OFFICE REPORT 
A. Annual Special Education Report 

Stacey Elconin began the presentation stating the mission of our students is always at the forefront.  Wil Siegel 
reported on the number of annual review meetings that are required.  More than 400 meetings were held, via 
Zoom.  Mr. Siegel spoke of the opportunity to hold our ESY summer program for our most supportive 
learners.  Somers was one of three PNW districts that was fortunate to be able to do so.  Mr. Siegel also noted 
that through the spring and in the midst of the pandemic, the district continued the initiative to integrate special 
ed students in with the general ed students.  Currently, 65% of our students are in school every day, and we’re 
seeing much success because of it.  Mrs. Elconin discussed percentages of students with IEPs, about average 
for our area, 16%.  Mrs. Elconin discussed the number of staff, state performance indicators.  The Board asked 
to look at additional indicator data.  Wil Siegel discussed students placed out of district, and Mrs. Elconin 
discussed future considerations.   Discussion took place.  Board asked to see in the future some of the data of 
the success of these programs and things that are being reviewed annually. 
 

B. Five-Year Capital Plan 
This is a plan that must be submitted every 5 years to the state, to make sure that schools are being kept up to 
date.  The district is not looking at a bond project.  Chris Platania explained that KG&D Architects have 
performed the building survey for the district the last few times.  Walter Hauser and Richard Markgraf from 
KG&D and John Torre from OLA Engineers are also present.  Walter Hauser gave a background of the school 
building survey and the team that performed the survey.  Mr. Hauser remarked that in general our schools are 
in very good shape, nothing presented tonight should be taken in any alarming way, the report is a planning 
tool.  Mr. Hauser discussed the priority categories and noted there’s nothing that is priority 1, life safety.  He 
noted the buildings are very significant and valuable to the community.  Mr. Hauser listed recent work done 
since 2015 and the overall building ratings are all satisfactory.  Mr. Hauser identified major work that may be 
needed in the future at each building.  There is no recommendation for this work to be done at this time, 
nothing is critical, this is a recommendation to continue to invest in the buildings.  Mr. Hauser also discussed 
items eligible for energy performance contract related to HVAC replacements and upgrades.  The next step is 
to submit the building condition survey to NYSED, as required.  Mr. John Torre of OLA Engineers echoed the 
sentiment that our buildings are in great shape.  Discussion took place. 

 
7. BOARD ACTION: 

A. Personnel 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Personnel Agenda. 
 

MOVED Heidi Cambareri SECONDED Joseph Marra VOTE 7-0 
 

B. Business 
RESOLVED, that the Board of Education, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, hereby 
approves the attached Business Agenda. 
 
MOVED Heidi Cambareri SECONDED Ifay Chang VOTE 7-0 

Chris Platania discussed the agenda item. 
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C. Stipulation of Settlement 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Superintendent of Schools is hereby authorized and empowered to execute the 
Stipulation of Settlement signed on 12/1/20 by the parents of student # *819, and the Superintendent is further 
authorized to take all action necessary to effectuate the terms of this Agreement. 
 
MOVED Ifay Chang SECONDED Chadwick Olsen VOTE 7-0 

 
8. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL 

Jill Schantz asked if kids could be spread further than 6 ft during lunch?  Ms. Schantz also spoke to Mr. Rodrigues 
earlier today.   
 

9. BOARD MEMBERS COMMENTS 
Trustee Chadwick Olsen wished all a happy new year, and expressed appreciation for the work all our educators 
and everyone in the district are doing despite the challenges.  Trustee Michael D’Anna echoed the sentiment and 
added that his high school daughter has been happy with the hybrid situation which gives students the opportunity 
to be in school part of the time.   Trustee Ifay Chang mentioned the upcoming MLK day and what it stands for.  
Trustee MaryRose Joseph expressed her appreciation for the teachers for all they’re doing, and is excited about the 
vaccine.  Vice President Heidi Cambareri thanked everyone for the presentations.  Mrs. Cambareri has been 
hearing how other districts are doing and feels Somers is in a good solid position, hopes we’ll be able to get our 
community and staff vaccinated soon.  Trustee Joseph Marra urged everyone to focus on the positive, stated the 
district has done a phenomenal job keeping the buildings open.  Mr. Marra again acknowledged all the volunteers 
from the Reentry Coalition who helped with the reopening of our schools, and we’re now in a better position than 
other districts.  Mr. Marra also thanked Dr. Blanch, faculty, staff and administration.  President Lindsay Portnoy 
expressed her feeling that Somers has done a stellar job, and thanked Dr. Blanch for coordinating everyone, and is 
hopeful that we’ll get our staff and faculty vaccinated and protected.    

 
10. SUPERINTENDENT COMMENTS 

Dr. Blanch mentioned the presentation of the 5-year capital plan and is pleased that the district is in great condition. 
Dr. Blanch stated that energy performance contract would have zero impact on the taxpayers. Dr. Blanch also noted 
that this Friday is the halfway point to the school year, everyone is working hard from the custodians cleaning the 
spaces multiple times a day, the faculty supporting the children with the space challenges – it’s difficult, but nothing 
replaces hearing the kids’ voices in the hallways.  Thanks to the Board for the support. The elementary schools have 
been able to stay open 94% of the time.   Dr. Blanch stated budget planning will be discussed at the next Board 
meeting on the January 26th, plus the annual counseling report.     
 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
RESOLVED, that this Special Meeting/Workshop of the Board of Education be adjourned.   

 
MOVED Joseph Marra SECONDED Chadwick Olsen VOTE 7-0 TIME 8:55 pm 

 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
  
        Nancy Corrado 
        Clerk of the Board of Education 
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